
The Heavenly Throne Room 

In the book of Revelation our Lord unveils (for this is what the term revelation 

means – an unveiling of something that was once hidden) to the aged and exiled 

apostle John, the series of events, leading to and including the climactic confrontation 

between God and Satan, that would soon occur in history.  These events are recorded 

in chapters 6 through 20.   

The first chapter tells us that this revelation concerning Jesus Christ is given by 

God through his angel to his servant John for deliverance to the seven churches in Asia 

Minor.  This revelation, also called, the word of God, the testimony of Jesus Christ and a 

prophecy that promises divine blessings to those who hear and believe it, vv. 1-2, has 

as its centerpiece the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is introduced in 

vv. 10-18, in regal and terrifying splendor drawn from the book of Daniel, chapter 7 in 

particular, as the Son of Man, v. 13, the Alpha and Omega , the first and the last, the 

living one who died and is alive forevermore, and who has in his sovereign control, the 

keys of Death and Hades, vv. 17-18.  

Chapters 2 and 3 describe the content of the letters to the churches which are 

listed in the geographic order that John is to deliver them.  The message to the 

churches is very sharp, succinct but soothing and may be viewed from 2 perspectives:  

first, Jesus, the Lord of the church, gives a brief assessment of their work, compliments 

their faithfulness, decries their unfaithfulness, commands them to repent of their sin and 

promises his blessing upon authentic repentance.  Second, with these letters John is to 

encourage the churches to remain faithful in the face of ever-increasing hostility.  

Present difficulties and oppression will worsen as Satan and his agents step up their 

oppression against believers but they are to stand fast, even unto death, remembering 

that they bear the seal of God on their foreheads, 9:4, and trusting in his perfect justice 

which will be demonstrated at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, when he 

will grant evildoers their just dessert of eternal punishment and when he will usher the 

elect into an eternity of blessedness and glory in the presence of the Triune God.  This 

is the consummate meaning of the term Coram Deo, before the face of God.     

In chapters 4 and 5 we have the detailed description of the Throne Room in 

Heaven.  Chapter 4 focuses on the throne and its immediate environment, especially 

the cosmic worship of the sovereign Creator God who sits upon the throne, v. 11.  The 

focus of the next chapter is slightly different: it concentrates on Jesus Christ, the Lamb 

of God, who was slain, as the Redeemer of his people, the Revealer and Lord of all 

history who alone is worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, that is, to unleash 

God's final judgment upon his enemies. 



Throne  is the dominant item of "heavenly furniture."  It occurs 13 times in the 

11 verses of chapter 4 and appears on 37 occasions in the entire book. Its 

undeniable significance is that God is sovereign over the entire creation. He is the 

supreme ruler governing the work of his hands according to his divine will. Nothing, 

whether good or evil, comes to pass apart from or in opposition to his will. It is he alone 

and not Satan that rules over all creation.  

The throne and its divine occupant are the center of attention in heaven.  

Around it are twenty-four thrones on which are seated twenty-four elders, "clothed in 

white garments, with golden crowns on their heads."  v. 4. From the throne come "..  

flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, " and before it burns  "seven 

torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God."  v. 5. Before it is the sea of glass and 

around it are four living creatures, who thank, honor, glorify and incessantly praise God 

saying "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!"  vv. 

6-9. The twenty-four elders fall down before the Lord God on the throne, cast their 

golden crowns before the throne and worship the Lord God joyously acclaiming, 

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 

created all things, and by your will they existed and were created."  vv. 10-11. The 

throne is emphatically the center of all heavenly (and cosmic) activity. Indeed, 

from it come all the judgments in chapters 6-16, cf. 6:1-8, 16; 8:3-6; 16:17. 

 This is a message of comfort for the Lord's troubled churches.  This is a 

message of hope and reassurance for the church of all ages. Regardless of the 

widespread wickedness with which God's people are confronted; in spite of the degree 

and extent of the suffering we will undergo at the hands of our enemies; irrespective of 

the unjust persecution we will experience for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are 

to look at and remember the throne of God in heaven. In so doing, we will find solace 

when we recall that he is in control of all earthly and heavenly matters, that he is 

molding and bringing together all events for our good and for his glory, and that he has 

not forgotten us.  This latter fact of divine mercy is poignantly indicated by the presence 

of the rainbow, the divine covenant sign from the time of Noah which reminds us that, 

despite his terrible, imminent judgment, he will be mindful of and merciful to his people, 

recall Gen 9:12-17. Look to the throne of God!  Look to the Lord on the throne! Look to 

the Lamb on the throne! Soon we will hear him say, "Come up here, .." v. 1. 


